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colm's was like that of an ox. 


r 
On the Etymology of a few Antique Morde. 
By Mt. BROTHERS, 


ALCOLM CANMORE : the latter word of whoſe 
name is Erſe, and literally tranſlated into Eng- 

liſh, is Great-head: this ſuppoſed term of reproach by 
writers of ſhallow comprehenſion, was not given from 
any thickneſs of ſtupidity, or the ſimilitude of his head 
to an ox's; but he was denominated ſo by the common 
people, from the wiſdom of his counſel to plan, and the 
prudence of his conduct to execute: a moſt excellent 
proof of which he gave by removing the fatal diviſions 
of two diſtinctions of people in one country, and uniting 
them as brothers under one government. In England, 
and even till in this refined age, it is not very unuſual to 


hear a Counſel that has acquired. great profeſſional emi- 


nence by a fine delivery of words, and a pleaſing acute- 
neſs of reaſoning, complimented with the appellation of 


a Jong-headed man : but ſurely from this, a remote 
Hiſtorian, with a competent knowledge of antiquity 
equally diſtant from this age, as this is from the eleventh 


century, would hardly infer from the compliment to an 
eloquent Barriſter, that it meant his head to be in ſhape 
like a horſe's, no more than we to ſuppoſe that Mal- 


* DovGLAs :' an Erſe name of a noble family in Scot- 
land, formed by the conjunction of two very expreſſive 


words, which properly tranſſated into Engliſh, ſignifies 


#3 
* Dark-green,” As king Malcolm, by his wiſe con- 


duct procured a complimentary appellation, ſo this war- 


like Caledonian Chief, by firſt wearing, in lieu of an 
elevated banner, the more commodious dark- green 
plaid, for the better diſtinction of his perfon i in battle, 
obtained, in conſequence of the change, From his old 
White Caledonians, the new NVE name of 
Dou: glaß. F 

Score:“ this term, as it is now applied, means 
the nation at large, and is 4 contracted corruption of its 
parent word © Scotch-erſe? it has no origin from that 
old Erſe anciently ſpoken 1 in common from the utmoſt 
verge” of Caithneſs" in the North, to the other extre- 
mity of Cornwall in the 'Sonth : but it is derived from 
the old Saxon tongue, and was applied by that warlike 


0 people, though a name that expreſſed terror to them- 


ſelves, indiſcriminately to all the natives north of the 
Tweed. For the real Highlanders, to this very time, 
know no other domeſtic term of diſtinction for their 


country than * Alliban. But the juſt-etymology of the 


word is the moſt eſſential information to communi- 
cate, if there can be any thing efſential in it. It muſt 


be remembered by all perſons converſant with the 
North-Britons, that to this very day they retaim a Kind 


of hereditary attachment to che chequered- plaid, the 


Lochaber axe, and the Claymore: the wk appella- 
tion, like Scotch from Scotch erſe, is contracted, and 


now given to every. i nole-handed ſword, when formerly 
it was only given to them ef rπ¼πν⁴]. The Claymore of 


The renowned Robert Bruce is ftill preſerved in a caſtle 
near r Clackmannan ; it t meéaſutes a little more chan fix 
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feet in length, and was ſuch as was then made uſe of 


in common with the Lochaber axe.” Thie Saxons; and 


other ſwarms of invaders from Germany, ſeeing an 
enemy determined to oppoſe them with ſuch terrible 


Weapons, gave them the name of Scotch erſe, which 
literally means, to the comprehenſion of our capacities 
in the language of this age © The Erſe cutters.” And 
no unapt one, cofffidering that whoever received a blow 
from either weapon, muſt have been e cl, of 
ſcotched *, if not inſtantly killed. © 5 
Pliers: an Erſe word, corrupted by att early i 1250 
rance of letters in the pronunciation from Prckie: for as 
the Saxons gave the appelfation of Scotch to the 
Northern Alliban, from theit uſe of large {words ant 
battle axes, fo they as well marked their invaders with 
a diſtinction equally expreſſive, from the deſtruction 
they made with their long-handled Pet. As a proof 
that the name of weapon was then given to the hoſtile 
ſtrangers that appeared armed with it, their deſcend- 


ants in the lowlands have always ſince in the hiſtory 


of Scotland been diſtinguiſhed by the name of Pi#s - 
the ſimilitude in pronunciation to that of Preve; or in- 
deed now Prhes, is ſo near, às not to be doubted bur 
the one is derived from the other. 70 

EAR: is a Welſh word, which SrapeiiyriActea 
into the Engliſh of this day, means a Scat, whether the 
large Caſtle of a Chief ftanding alone, or His! ſin unple 


Hou ſurtounded by others: it was applied chen, a8 


it is now, for a term of eminence tõ Hiftingiith tlic 
N I Floich it, is à term ſrequently* uſed in Englan g, and generally nol aps 


Pliad rb ein a haps . meat: ithe ss,. ach lit 


wich a Knife.“ 
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fidence of ſome great man. So then Caer-Lion, is the 2 

Seat of Lion; and Caernar von, the Seat of Narvon-. 
7 

\ 


{| AER: whether to Conway in Wales, or to Deen 
in in Scotland, means an eſtabliſhed place where toll was 
paid, whether to enter the town of an independant Chief | 
by land, or by water to croſs the river in a boat; for in 
| | both ſituations the terms are to be found. Travellers, 
| | | however, in giving the etymology of this word, have | | 
in general applied it as meaning the ſource of a river: 
but how can it in the leaſt be accounted fo with reſpect 
to Aberconway, when the ſource of that fine river, 
which runs cloſe by it, is full twelve miles inland from 
| the town? This town was * called Caer ; 
the Seat, or Reſidence of : one of the Engliſh 
Edwards, not later than the Third, after it had near] * 
been deſtroyed, rebuilt and changed its name, giving in 
addition that of Aber, from the impoſt he eſtabliſhed to 
croſs the river; this term was as familiar to the Welſh 
ö then, as a place for the payment of ſome trifling ſum, 
as that of Ferry or Turnpike is to us now. Had not the 
7 Roman legions, the Saxon allies, the Daniſh robbers, 
| and the Norman conquerors, furiouſly over-run Eng- 
land, each in their turn obliterating from the towns, 
villages and rivers, their ancient Alliban diſtinctions, 
we ſhould have at this day Can's, Caer's, and Aber's, as 
common as they are ſtill in Wales.—Moſt authors of 
note, in their account of Caledonia, have invariably 
applied the opprobrious epithet of * vagrant,” or wan- 
derer, to mean the word Scotch.” Certainly nothing 
is more erroneous, as I have clearly demonſtrated. 


| The learned Mr. Gibbon, though liberal in ſentiment, 
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LHADE 
and bold in deſcription, has inclined to the old beaten. 
tract, and with it, added to them that of wheat-eaters; 
as if the fingle word © cruiznach,” i. e. wheat, from 
which he derives his authority, implied as much.— 
When I firſt ſaw this gentleman, endued by nature to 
be a hiſtorian, it was a few years ago, as he was 
| aſcending to enter the ſtreet from the low door of a 
| bookſeller's ſhop in Piccadilly. He faluted me with a 
' ſmile from one of the moſt remarkable faces I ever 
| faw in my life, while I uttered involuntarily—< It is 
| like the full moon riſing in the Eaſt, to diſpel the dark- 
| neſs of the night.. To return to my former ſubject, 
and to do away for ever the undeſerved application of 
' reproach from a very brave and worthy people, ſome 
of whom I know, and have ſerved in the navy under, 
is the reaſon of my writing theſe few notes, to give the 
world the true derivation of the words © Scotch and 
Piet. I intended to have taken a greater circuit, 
and to have concluded at © London, but my keeper; 
though denominated a Fellow of the Royal Society, is 
ſo inimical to learning, as to forbid even the ſervants 
of the houſe, under the penalty of diſmiſſion, to ſup- 
| ply me particularly with either pen, ink, or paper: 
his own words were, on giving the abſolute probibi. 
tion, „Gad! I muſt take care of myſelf; your pen 
I would ſoon ruin me, if you were allowed to write of 
things out of this houſe.” He is a Jew, and once 
might have had ſome pretenſions to knowledge; but 
now his mind is abſorbed in utter darkneſs, as his ſub- 
mitting to be degraded from the genteel ſphere of a 
| Phyſician to act under that of a hired Iſhmalite evi- 
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a W When remonſtrating with him 


on the injuftice of ſuch conduct, his reply was curious, 
and is as follows: Sir, I am an Agent of Govern- 
ment, and act entirely by the Chancellor's orders. 
Here are certainly exhibited ſymptoms of a weak un- 
derftanding, or a ſervile diſpoſition! About ten. days 
after he had firſt viſited me in Crown- ſtreet, Faccuſec 
him of ſubmitting to great meanneſs, by his frequent 
viſits to inſult me: for after the firſt three or four: 

times to ſatisfy his judgement; I:conld.not conſiderthem 
in any other light. The anſwer is curious alſo, and is as | 


follows: Why to be ſure, Mr. Brothers, Fu are 


not inſane, nor is there any thing improper in your N 
words and behaviour: but for writing that book, you 


muſt be conſidered ſo.” What Dr. Munro thought at 
this time, I will not ſay, but he appeared aſtoniſhed at 
this bold aſſertion of his Colleague.—The firſt time this 


medical gentleman viſited me, after entering tlie room, 


he exchimed with open mouth, and ſtaring-eyes,'* afe | 
you' the perſon, Sir, we are ordered to viſit? Good 


God! there is nothing the matter with you.” —I re- 
plied; there was not. I wiſh the ſubſequent conduct 


: of this man had an regulated by ſimilar en 


of i integrity. 
Mr. Ford! I ale you for the only ziale ſhewn 


nd in Crown-ſtreet : I mention your name on purpoſe | 
now, that at a future time the Duke of Portland, to 


whoſe Office you belonged, may acknowledge the fa- F 
vour as done to him, and that every Member of Ad- i 
miniſtration may load you with praiſe. ' * Y 
Vingten Mad- Houſe, March 15, 1 
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